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This week marks Neurodiversity Celebration Week, an initiative that challenges 
stereotypes and celebrates the many ways in which different brains work. At our school, this is a
something we hold particularly close to our hearts. It is a time to reflect on our PRIDE values—
specifically the 'I' for Inclusion. Year group assemblies leading up to this week have been
dedicated to stories that our children can relate to and for them to see how celebrating
differences can look in every day situations at school. 

We are incredibly passionate about our SEND provision at Sandy Lane. For us, inclusion is not just
about a seat in a classroom; it is about ensuring that every single child, regardless of their
neurological profile, feels that they truly belong in our school. "A child’s sense of belonging is the
greatest predictor of their success."

We are committed to the implementation of our Behaviour Curriculum to support the cognitive
load of all children and create an environment where everything is predictable and safe. We have
a whole school approach to Zones of Regulation, supported by calming areas and ‘regulation
stations’ in corridors. We have ‘Core 10 Teaching Habits’ taught and monitored through
Instructional Coaching for our teachers to ensure that we are providing Adaptive Teaching in all
classrooms. We have our impressive ‘Cubbie’, dedicated sensory room, internal alternative
provisions, ELSA interventions, Lego Therapy, Anxiety and Anger Gremlin interventions, all in
addition to nurture and forest social group support and academic and SALT interventions. 

Studies show that when a child feels a strong sense of belonging, their attendance, emotional
wellbeing, and academic motivation all thrive. We don’t just want our pupils to ‘get by’ at Sandy
Lane, we want them to feel happy, safe, and valued for exactly who they are. Whether a child is
neurotypical or neurodivergent, they bring a unique set of strengths to our community, from
creative problem-solving and hyper-focus to deep empathy and original thinking.

To our families of neurodivergent children: we see you, and we care. We know that navigating the
education system can sometimes feel like an uphill battle. Please find on the next page a list of
charities and organisations we regularly signpost to.

Thank you for being part of our inclusive community. Together, we are building a school where
everyone has a place and every mind matters.
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To support our families, we have compiled a list of essential national and local organisations.
These groups offer everything from legal advice on education to community-led support

sessions for parents and carers.

Local Support (Bracknell Forest)
Bracknell Forest IASS (Information, Advice and Support Service): A free, impartial, and
confidential service for parents of children with SEND. They offer a helpline, support at

meetings, and help navigating the EHCP process.
Contact: 01344 354011 | iass@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

The Local Offer (Additional Needs Info Hub): The definitive directory for Bracknell Forest.
It lists all local services, from health and social care to leisure activities designed for children

with additional needs.
Website: bracknell-forest.gov.uk/localoffer

Autism Berkshire (Bracknell Support Group): They host regular, informal meet-ups at the
Forest Park Community Centre for parents to share experiences and hear from guest

speakers (such as SENDIASS).
Contact: contact@autismberkshire.org.uk

The Rowans and Sycamores Family Hub: A central point in Bracknell for early help,
parenting courses, and community support for families with children of all ages.

National Organisations
IPSEA (Independent Provider of Special Education Advice): A leading charity providing

free, legally-based advice to help families get the right education for children with SEND.
Website: ipsea.org.uk

Contact (For Families with Disabled Children): Provides a wealth of information on
benefits, education, and social care, including a freephone helpline and a "Listening Ear"

service for emotional support.
Website: contact.org.uk

SOS! SEN: A national charity offering a helpline and workshops specifically focused on
helping parents navigate the legal and bureaucratic maze of SEN provision.

Website: sossen.org.uk
Family Lives: Offers a 24/7 helpline and online forums for any parenting challenges, with

dedicated resources for raising neurodivergent children.
Website: familylives.org.uk

SEND Support for Parents



Key Dates

Click here for a
handy printable

for the fridge.
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https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=652&type=pdf


Bracknell Forest Educational Psychology Support Line
Bracknell Forest Educational Psychology have launched a Parent/ Carer Contact Line. This service offers

parents a short consultation with an Educational Psychologist providing quick answers, solutions and
signposting. 

A 30-minute consultation can be requested directly with Bracknell Forest EP service by completing their
online form here.

Bracknell Forest IASS
Bracknell Forest Information, Advice and Support Service (IASS).offers free, impartial and confidential
information, advice and support to parents, carers and young people in relation to SEND.This includes

EHCP processes, school-based support and understanding rights and responsibilities as well as support
at mediation and tribunal. A short video to introduce Bracknell Forest Council's IASS can be found here.

Managing Anxiety Workshop
The Autism Support Group will be hosting a free online workshop on Managing Anxiety. It designed for

parents and carers of primary and secondary children and will focus on strategies for when worries take
over It will cover what causes anxiety and share tried and tested support strategies. It will take place on

Wednesday 10th June 10am - 12pm and can be booked using the link here.

SENCO

Mr Walsh
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Spotlight on SEND

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=t5NM9YMIj0e_PVbgm3ygt4MYn_x6GZpCpXiB1oUFk0pUOE5ZN0lKWkk3NVVQRk9CTkkxRDFaRDBOTSQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NFXqZI6urJY
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-anxiety-tickets-1541098209229?aff=oddtdtcreator


Mobile Phones and Online Safety

Our Safeguarding Team would like to share some guidance on a 
topic many of you are currently grappling with: mobile phones. Choosing when to give a 
child their first device is a significant milestone, and research shows it is often 
considered one of the most challenging decisions a parent faces.

While there is no "perfect age," the transition from primary to secondary school is a common
turning point. However, the decision should always be based on your child’s individual emotional
maturity. Before handing over a device, it is worth considering if they are ready to follow
boundaries and, most importantly, if they feel comfortable coming to you if they see something
that worries them.

If you decide your child is ready for a phone, parental settings and supervision are everything.
The internet was not built with children in mind, and it is our responsibility to create a digital
space that is safe for them to explore. 

We strongly recommend the following steps:
Configure all parental controls before the phone is even handed over. Use settings to filter
inappropriate content, disable in-app purchases, and turn off location sharing.
Especially for younger users, we encourage keeping tech use in shared family areas rather
than behind closed bedroom doors.
Children often mirror our own habits. Establishing "tech-free zones" like the dinner table
helps promote a healthy balance.
For primary-aged children, screen time is best treated as a shared experience. Sit with them,
ask about the games they are playing, and stay involved in their digital world.

You may have seen in the news that the government is currently holding a national consultation,
"Growing Up in the Online World," which is looking at potential new rules for social media and
phone use for under-16s. At school, we continue to follow the latest DfE guidance, ensuring our
environment remains a "phone-free" space to protect our pupils’ focus and wellbeing.

The most powerful safety tool remains communication. By having regular, calm conversations
about what they do online, you ensure that if a challenge arises, you are the first person they
turn to.

FSW

Mrs Hurley
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Safeguarding at Sandy Lane
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Great wins for both girls and boys football teams vs Jennett’s Park last
week! On a cold, wet and windy afternoon in Bracknell, both teams showed
a mixture of good teamwork and individual excellence. The boys won 3-0,

and the girls won 4-0. It's hard to believe that some of the girls hadn't
played football before this year. 

Amazing effort from all!

Representing Sandy Lane

Koalas Class Setting the Sandy Lane
Standard

Our newest class, the Koalas, have been having an absolutely
stellar Term 4 so far. Their dedication to excellence hasn't
gone unnoticed, as they were recently highlighted by the

Senior Leadership Team as an exemplary model for the entire
school. In fact, their fantastic walking routine to and from the

classroom was so impressive that it is being recorded as a
model video to demonstrate the behaviour routines across

the entire Trust!

Beyond their impeccable transitions, we are incredibly proud
of their consistent manners, their supportive teamwork, and
their focused attitude toward learning. The Koalas have truly

made us super proud this term by embodying our school
PRIDE values in everything they do. Keep up the brilliant

work!
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Absence should only occur when your
child is far too ill to attend. 
If your child is suffering from Colds,
Headaches, Tiredness or Sore throat we
would suggest that you administer
paracetamol or ibuprofen and bring them
into school. 
If their condition deteriorates, we will
always call you. 
Family holidays and day trips must be
arranged outside of school hours. 
Medical or dental appointments should
be arranged outside of school hours, if
this is not possible supporting evidence
should be provided please.

Attendance Matters

This Fortnight in Figures...

W H O L E  
S C H O O L

Date Range: 02/03/2026 - 13/03/2026

95%



British Science Week in Dolphins Class
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To celebrate British Science Week, the young scientists in Dolphin Class
have been busy growing their very own cress. The children turned their
classroom into a mini-lab, carefully watching how seeds transform into
sprouts with just a little water and light. By recording daily changes and
measuring how tall their plants grow, the children are learning exactly
what living things need to stay healthy and strong. It has been a fun,

hands-on way to see biology in action!

British Science Week in Elephants Class
It was fantastic to see lots of teachers and children investigating theories and taking part in

practical work this week. Science Week is an amazing opportunity and event - which has been
demonstrated again here at Sandy Lane. In year 5 we were able to see if toast (really does!)

always land 'butter side down': A comment that was used to start our experiments!



Eco-Warriors
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Red Nose Day
 We are pleased to support the upcoming Comic Relief’s Red Nose Day on
Friday 20th March. This is a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to join in

the fun and support the vital work that Comic Relief does across the UK and
around the world.

 
To mark the occasion, children are invited to wear Red Nose Day accessories

alongside their usual school uniform. Whether it is a classic Red Nose, a
themed headband, or even a pair of red socks, we look forward to seeing the
children add a splash of colour to their school day! We will also be collecting

voluntary donations on the day to send to Comic Relief.
 

Uniform: Aside from their accessories, children should wear their standard
school uniform as usual.

Practicality: Please ensure that any accessories are safe for the classroom
and won't get in the way during lessons or playtime.

 
Please note: If your child chooses to wear an official Red Nose, please make
sure their name is tucked inside or marked on it so it doesn't get mixed up

with friends' noses!
 

We are really looking forward to seeing the Red Nose Day accessories on the
20th March. 

 

We are bursting with pride to share the incredible
environmental efforts of one of our pupils, Phoebe, over the

February half-term. While many were taking a well-earned
rest, Phoebe was busy out in our community on a massive

"rubbish collection journey."

In total, Phoebe collected a staggering 14 bags of rubbish! She
wasn't alone in her mission either; on one of the days, she was
joined by her friends Poppy, Parker, and Perry, who helped her

clear an additional four bags from our local streets.

Phoebe’s dedication to the planet doesn't stop at the bin bag.
She has shared her inspiring journey with Blue Peter, and we
are all crossing our fingers that she receives a well-deserved
Green Badge for her hard work. Phoebe has also expressed
how much she loves caring for the environment, and we are

delighted to have her expertise helping our Eco Council in the
future.

A huge thank you to Phoebe, Poppy, Parker, and Perry for
being such fantastic role models. You have truly shown us

what it means to take pride in our community!



Nursery Sensory Room
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We are excited to share our vision for introducing a Nursery Sensory Room at Sandy Lane Primary! This
dedicated space is designed to be a calm and safe environment where our youngest learners can

explore the world through touch, sight, sound, and movement. 

A sensory room is more than just a place to play; it is a vital resource for child development. By
providing a controlled environment, it helps our children find calm in a soothing space for when they

feel upset or tired; it provides a safe space if they are feeling worried; it helps improve focus and
attention while building overall confidence.  It also benefits communication and encourages the

development of senses and language skills. 

While we already have some wonderful resources, we are looking to expand the room to make it even
more impactful.  We are currently looking for donations of: Bubble Machines and Bubble Tubes, Lava

Lamps, Light Up Toys and Light Curtains.

If you have any of these items at home that are no longer used and you would love to rehome them, we
would be incredibly grateful for the donation. If you would like to support us with a new item, please

visit our Amazon Wishlist here: https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1XK5OXEZHOL6N 

Thank you in advance for anything you can give to support this vision, we really appreciate it!



Connecting Our Community...

Email us at: secretary@sandylanebracknell.com with one page posters and we will
endeavour to include it in our newsletter (please avoid emails with lots of text!)
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