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Welcome to a new term at Sandy Lane! As we move into this busy (and short!) term, I 
wanted to take a moment to reflect on the journey we are on together. There has undeniably been
lots of change across the school recently.

Some change was proactive and pre-planned, such as the introduction of our Internal Alternative
Provisions - the new Badgers and Dolphins groups. These have had a fantastic start, offering
bespoke, high-quality support for our SEND learners. 

Other changes have been reactive, such as the merging of Year 4 and the restructuring of our
Year 5 classes. The Year 5 teams are settling brilliantly. We have seen a significant improvement
in learning behaviours, engagement in learning, and pupils working collaboratively as a team. The
new Koalas class also deserve a special mention, who have been phenomenal their first week. 

Growth is rarely a linear path, and nothing truly great happens without change. I want to reassure
you that I would never implement changes that I felt were unnecessary or not in the absolute
best interests of your children and our school community. Every decision I make is handled with
immense care, meticulous attention to detail, and a commitment to high expectations. These
expectations aren’t just for academic provision, they also extend to the level of pastoral care and
nurture we provide our pupils. Our vision to to give your children the opportunity to achieve their
limitless potential is not just a marketing tagline. It is a vision I am passionate about. When I refer
to being ‘Limitless Together,’ it represents my commitment to working in transparent partnership
with you to achieve this.

Thank you to the many parents who have caught me for a chat to advocate for these
improvements, or those who have requested meetings to work proactively with me. It has been
great to see an increased engagement at our Coffee Mornings. These sessions are specifically
designed to give you the protected time and space to share ideas, concerns, or opinions so we
can continue to move forward in partnership. Thank you to Mrs. Hurley for her commitment to
these and for supporting our families so brilliantly.

Your support is invaluable. I couldn't be prouder of our pupils and staff. Supported by your vital
input, this week feels like a genuine turning point for our school. Together, we are building
something very special at Sandy Lane!
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Update from Ms. Parkhouse



Key Dates

Click here for a
handy printable

for the fridge.

Please could we ask a huge favour? Please can you name
everything you child beings to school (within reason!) We
are currently seeing a mountain of unnamed jumpers, polo
shirts, and PE kits in lost property. It is incredibly difficult
to return lost items to their rightful owners without a name
tag. A quick sharpie on the label makes a world of
difference!

Uniform Labelling
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https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=652&type=pdf


Individual Learning Plan Reviews

All children on our SEN register are having Individual Learning Plans (ILPs) reviewed and shared at the
moment.

To ensure our support is as effective as possible, we have further streamlined our ILP format. You will
notice that the documents now have four columns instead of five. This change allows us to be even more

precise in our planning. We are focusing on:

Ensuring every target is directly linked to your child’s specific area of SEN to keep our approach
purposeful.
Clear targets so we can accurately track the progress your child is making.
Outlining the specific support and strategies being put in place to help your child succeed.

We have been delighted by the feedback from parents and pupils regarding the Reasonable Adjustments
section. It is wonderful to hear how these small, high-impact changes in the classroom are helping our

children feel celebrated, understood, and supported in their daily learning.

We are sharing these now to ensure you have plenty of time to review your child’s ILP before the
upcoming parents' evenings, so that there is time to reflect on these during those meetings as we truly

value working in collaboration with you.

As always, if you have any immediate SEN questions, please do speak with your child’s class teacher in
the first instance.

SENCO

Mr Walsh
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Spotlight on SEND

Reading Den & Nature Kitchen in Reception
We are so excited to introduce two new additional

features to our Reception outdoor area: The Reading
Den and The Nature Kitchen.

The Reading Den offers a cozy, magical escape to fall
in love with books! It is so welcoming and offers a

space for imaginations to run wild as children read!

The Nature Kitchen has been specifically designed
to inspire children’s writing. It’s a brilliant
opportunity where our children can write

ingredients and compose out their own creative
‘mud recipes’. 

Amazing things are happening in Reception! Thank
you Mrs Whitehead and the Reception Team!
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Handle with Care Initiative

At Sandy Lane, we take our pastoral care responsibilities incredibly seriously. We know that a
child's emotional wellbeing is the foundation of their happiness and success at school. Because of
this, we are formally reminding families of a pastoral initiative that is already working wonderfully
for many of our pupils and families: “Handle with Care.”

The concept is incredibly simple, but we have seen firsthand how impactful it can be. When we
get a Handle with Care notification from you, we offer extra patience, support and TLC to your
child and spread the word to ensure all staff do the same. 

We understand that family life can be unpredictable. Sometimes mornings are unexpectedly
stressful, there might be a disruption to the usual routine, or a family might be navigating a
challenging emotional period at home.

Children often carry the weight of these home experiences into the classroom, and they don't
always have the words to express why they might be feeling a little unsettled. This initiative is
designed to bridge that gap and wrap a little extra support around them.

How to Use It
If your family has had a difficult morning or is going through a tough time, simply give us a brief
message saying, “Handle with Care.” You can do this in whichever way is easiest for you:

Verbally: Let a member of staff know at the school gate.
By Phone: Call the school office.
By Email: Send a quick email to the school office Secretary account and we’ll forward it on.

Nothing else needs to be said. You do not need to provide any detailed explanations or answer any
intrusive questions. Those three words are all we need.

How It Helps
When we receive a "Handle with Care" message, we discretely communicate this to your child's
teaching team. This serves as a quiet signal for our staff to:

Provide emotional reassurance before your child even walks through the classroom door.
Adjust our expectations for the day and offer extra flexibility where needed.
Ensure they receive an extra layer of patience, understanding, and kindness.

We want to strengthen our partnership with you, ensuring that school is a safe, empathetic, and
supportive environment for your child, no matter what kind of morning they've had. Thank you for
working with us to care for our Sandy Lane pupils.

FSW

Mrs Hurley

Safeguarding at Sandy Lane
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Absence should only occur when your
child is far too ill to attend. 
If your child is suffering from Colds,
Headaches, Tiredness or Sore throat we
would suggest that you administer
paracetamol or ibuprofen and bring them
into school. 
If their condition deteriorates, we will
always call you. 
Family holidays and day trips must be
arranged outside of school hours. 
Medical or dental appointments should
be arranged outside of school hours, if
this is not possible supporting evidence
should be provided please.

Attendance Matters

This Term in Figures...

W H O L E  
S C H O O L

Date Range: 09/02/2026 - 27/03/2026

95%



Last week, the children had an absolutely unforgettable experience performing at
Young Voices at the iconic The O2 Arena in London.

From the moment they stepped into the vast arena, the excitement was electric.
Singing alongside thousands of other children, accompanied by a live band and

dazzling lights, they felt like true stars on a world-class stage. The atmosphere was
filled with joy, pride and a wonderful sense of unity as their hard work and dedication
truly paid off. It was a magical evening of music, confidence-building and memories

that will last a lifetime for everyone involved. 

Language of the Month
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German Ambassadors voted on the
Language of the Month for March and we

are pleased to announce that it will be
Welsh to mark St. David's day last Sunday!



Connecting Our Community...

Email us at: secretary@sandylanebracknell.com with one page posters and we will
endeavour to include it in our newsletter (please avoid emails with lots of text!)
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Parent Courses
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