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A Strong Start

What a fantastic start we've had to the new school year! It has been great to see our pupils
return with such enthusiasm and a readiness to learn.

We are already seeing huge improvements in learning behaviours, thanks to the new routines
established through our behaviour curriculum. The children are also looking incredibly smart,
and the new uniform policy has been adopted with great success. Thank you for your support

in helping your children transition so smoothly into the school year and for working in
partnership with us.

I also want to address the communication issues some of you may have experienced at the
start of the year. We sincerely apologise for the system glitches that either prevented

messages from being sent or created duplicates. This was a national issue with our provider,
and we are working closely with them to reduce the risk of this happening again. 

While we will always do our best to send reminders for key dates, we encourage you to use the
provided link to get a printable term dates sheet so you don't miss any important events.

In other news, our PRIDE awards will now be celebrated in a new way. They will be included in
the termly newsletters from our team leaders for Nursery/Reception, Year 1/2, Year 3/4, and
Year 5/6. This is a great way to highlight the achievements of our pupils within their specific

age groups. Watch this space!

Finally, I am thrilled to announce some exciting news! We have been very kindly donated a
Cubbie from Brakenhale School. This smart, multi-sensory management pod is a customisable
space with adjustable lighting, sound, and visuals. It is designed to help children regulate their
sensory experiences and find a calm, focused environment, especially for those with sensory

sensitivities. We have recently installed it and are excited about the positive impact it will have
on our pupils. We extend a huge thank you to Brakenhale School for their incredible

generosity!

O U R  P R I D E ,  L I M I T L E S S  T O G E T H E R



Click here for a
handy printable

for the fridge!
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( C L I C K  T H E  P L AT F O R M  Y O U  W I S H  T O  F O L L O W )

Home Reading at Sandy Lane
Home reading each evening is an expectation at Sandy Lane and we want to work with you to set this up as
a routine. This is because  promoting a love of reading in your child is a powerful way to support their
learning and well-being. By making reading a valued part of your evening routine, you can build a lifelong
habit.

1. Make Reading Time Special
Set the scene: Create a cozy, inviting reading space.
Remove distractions: Turn off screens and put away phones.
Be consistent: Establish a regular, daily time for reading, even if it's only 10-15 minutes.

2. Give Your Child Control
Let them choose: Allow your child to pick what they read—from comic books to magazines. All reading is
valuable.
No pressure to finish: If a book isn't working for them, it's okay to move on.

https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf
https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf
https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf
https://www.instagram.com/sandylaneprimary/
https://x.com/SandyLaneGLT
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575516782520


Working in Partnership with Parents

As the new school year gets underway, I wanted to reach out to all of our families, especially those with
children who have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). It has been a pleasure to see the
children settle back into the school routine so well, and I am excited to work alongside you to ensure
every child has a happy and successful year.

Our approach to supporting children with SEND is rooted in partnership. You, as parents, are the experts
on your child, and your insights are invaluable. By working together, we can create a consistent and
effective support system that extends from school to home.
To help you with this, here are a few simple ways you can support your child's learning and well-being at
home, building on the routines we have in place at school:

Establish a Routine: Children with SEND often thrive on predictability. Simple visual timetables or
schedules at home can help them feel secure and prepared for the day's events, from getting ready
for school to bedtime. This consistency supports their emotional regulation and reduces anxiety.
Focus on Communication: This can be as simple as "sportscasting" what your child is doing, narrating
their actions to build vocabulary and language skills. For example, "I see you're putting the green car
in the red box." It's also important to create time for your child to talk and express themselves,
without interruption, as this builds confidence and a sense of being heard.
Celebrate Small Victories: Acknowledge and praise effort, not just outcomes. Whether it's mastering a
new skill, trying a new food, or staying calm in a difficult situation, celebrating these small steps builds
confidence and resilience. Positive reinforcement is a powerful tool.
Explore Sensory Activities: Many children with SEND have sensory needs. Incorporating simple
sensory activities at home, like playing with playdough, a sensory box, or even listening to calming
music, can help them regulate their emotions and feel more relaxed.
Read for Fun: Reading doesn't have to be a chore. Encourage a love of reading by sharing books
together. This could be reading a page each, looking at the pictures, or simply you reading to them.
This helps develop comprehension, vocabulary, and a positive association with books.

We are committed to making sure every child has the support they need to reach their full potential. If
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch. We are here to listen and to
work with you.

SEND UPDATE FROM MR WALSH, OUR SENDCO: 

3. Read Together

Read aloud: Continue reading to your child even when they can read independently. This builds
vocabulary and comprehension.
Take turns: Share the reading by taking turns with a page or a chapter.
Model the behaviour: Let your child see you reading for pleasure.

4. Talk About the Book

Have a chat: Instead of "quizzing" your child, have a natural conversation about the story and how it
made them feel.
Ask open-ended questions: Questions like "What do you think will happen next?" or "What did you think
of the characters?" are more engaging than yes/no questions.
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