
NEWSLETTER
HeadteacherIssue: 6

As my first "big" term as Headteacher at Sandy Lane draws to a close, it genuinely feels like I've
been part of this school community forever, not just since April! I want to extend my thanks to

all our families for making me feel so incredibly welcome. Your readiness to embrace change and
work in partnership with us has been truly inspiring, and I'm incredibly excited about the future

of Sandy Lane and our continued collaboration with you.

We're actively seeking more opportunities for you to come into school, whether it's for coffee
mornings, performances, or parent workshops. Please keep a close eye on our Key Dates section,

where you'll find all the upcoming events and ways you can be a part of school life. Your
involvement is something we value and appreciate.

From September, you can look forward to a new half-termly newsletter from our fantastic new
team leaders. Mr. Reilly will be leading Year 1 and 2, Ms. Oliver will be leading Years 3 and 4, Ms.

Waters will be leading Years 5 and 6, Ms. Ingram will continue to lead Nursery, and Ms.
Whitehead will be leading Reception. Their newsletters will be packed with information,

including: PRIDE Awards and other recognition for our pupils, curriculum updates and coverage,
important information on how you can support your child's learning and any achievements or

initiatives they wish to celebrate and promote. I will continue to send out my regular newsletter,
but the PRIDE Awards will now be featured in the team leaders' half-termly updates.

Our end-of-term reward for this half term is a much-anticipated movie afternoon on Tuesday
22nd July. The unanimous pupil voice voted for this fun treat! Children will be invited to bring

their 8comfies9 and a small teddy or pillow to enjoy the film. Teachers will inform you of the
chosen movie in due course. A huge thank you to the SLSA for their continued support in making

these valuable PRIDE events possible each term, allowing us to share positive experiences
together as a school family.

You'll be receiving your children's reports very soon. It has been an absolute pleasure for me to
read through them and witness the successes and achievements of our children this year. I am

immensely proud of each and every one of them!
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Please remember that our new uniform policy will come into effect in September. Before you
head out for your school uniform shopping, please ensure you have read and understood the
new guidelines. We will be challenging uniform in September, as we believe taking pride in our
appearance is just as important as taking pride in our work. We want our pupils to look super

smart and feel proud of both their school and themselves.

A massive congratulations to our Year 6 pupils on their fantastic SATs results! They have been
truly incredible this half term, showcasing immense effort and dedication, particularly with
their Fiver Challenge, which raised over £800! Their production of "Robin Hood" was truly
outstanding – quick-witted, funny, and an absolute pleasure to watch. Well done to every

single one of them! Our Year 6's have been a credit to Sandy Lane, and while we will miss them
loads, we wish them all the very best as they embark on their secondary school journeys in

September.

Finally, a warm welcome to all our new families joining EYFS in September! We are so excited to
have you join our Sandy Lane "pride."

I want to publicly extend my gratitude to the entire staff at Sandy Lane. They consistently go
above and beyond to support our children and families every single day. They are truly the
heroes behind the scenes and a credit to Sandy Lane. I want each and every one of them to

know how valued and appreciated they are by the entire school community. 

As the school year draws to a close, I wish all our families a lovely summer. Please stay safe,
enjoy valuable family time, please be mindful of screen time, and promote reading as much as

possible. Most importantly, have fun and stay safe!

The 2025/26 academic year promises to be an incredibly exciting one for Sandy Lane and our
rapid school improvement journey, which I am so proud to lead and be a part of.

See you in September!
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TERM 1 KEY DATES
Click here for a

handy printable
for the fridge!
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G IV E  U S  A  F O L L O W  A N D  J O I N
T H E  J O U R N E Y !

( C L I C K  T H E  P L AT F O R M  Y O U  W I S H  T O  F O L L O W )

https://www.instagram.com/sandylaneprimary/
https://x.com/SandyLaneGLT
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575516782520
https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf
https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf
https://www.sandylanebracknell.com/attachments/download.asp?file=615&type=pdf


H e r e  a r e  s o m e  p h o t o s  o f  a  r e c e n t  t r i p  o u r  F o x e s  C l a s s  t o o k  t o  T h a m e s
V a l l e y  A d v e n t u r e  P l a y g r o u n d .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  f a n t a s t i c a l l y  b e h a v e d  a n d  a
b r i l l i a n t  t i m e  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l  -  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s !

MINI MANE EVENT

The SLSA would like to invite you to join us after
school on Friday 18th July from 3:15pm for our mini
summer event.
Whilst the ice cream van joins us so you can
purchase an after school treat, we shall have a
range of tombolas, our pot of gold raffle, 'Beat the
Goalie' with Mr Nower, a second-hand book sale
and a special 'Rainbow Hamper' to win!
If any one can spare an hour or so to support a stall,
then we may be able to add a few more items to our
'Mini Mane Event.' Please contact us at
slsa@sandylanebracknell.com if you can offer any
help.

Thank you and we look forward to seeing you there!
SLSA
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Y e a r  4  a l s o  w e n t  o n  a  t r i p  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  L i v i n g  R a i n f o r e s t s . . .

8A Virtual Trip to the Euros in Switzerland 20259!!

Earlier this half term, Year 6 took the Year 4s 'virtually' to the European
Football Championship in Switzerland. Year 4 arrived at Grenzkontrolle
(Border Control) where they were asked three questions and answers in

German before having their passports stamped. They were issued boarding
passes for their flight from Bracknell to Basel, which showed seat numbers
written in German. As they boarded the plane, they were welcomed by the

Flugkapitänin (captain), Rebecca as well as the rest of the Flugbegleitern
(cabin crew), who helped them find their seats. The flight safety briefings

were read in German and English by Chef Flugbegleiterin (Chief Air Steward)
Frau Marshall and demonstrated professionally by Naomi and Lina. The Year

4s' jaws then dropped as they watched a video from Air Traffic Controller
Herr Clarke at Heathrow Terminal 3 saying that 'Sandy Lane' was cleared for

take-off!! 



Once landed safely in Basel, Year 4 were shown a video of where the matches
were going to be taking place during the real Euros 2025 tournament. The
cabin crew then escorted their passengers to a Basel Market. They were

given travel money (paper Euros) to spend on buying snacks, drinks,
supporters flags as well as football programmes, prepared by the teams

playing. The market stall holders had prepared posters for their stalls and
price lists all in German and encouraged the Year 4s to ask for items using

their German as well.

Four teams then battled it out in a 5-a-side football tournament: England,
Deutschland, die Schweiz und die Niederlande. Players had planned their

team sheet positions in German. Referees and scorers had also learned
football terminology to use in German during the matches. All teams played
incredibly well in some very close matches. Pitch side, it was wonderful to

see the Year 4s and the rest of Year 6 cheering on all four teams and waving
their flags saying 'Auf geht's....!'. Unbelievably, it was another England vs
Germany final, a very close game which ended in penalties with England

clinching the win! All the teams then gathered and clapped each other before
England raised the winning trophy!

It was such a fantastic afternoon, full of German language and football skills!
There were smiles all round, in fact Mr Nower and Frau Marshall are STILL

smiling and feel very proud of how well everyone got so involved in the
event. A HUGE DANKE SCHÖN (thank you) to Amanda at Tesco Warfield and
Mr. Westwood for providing the food, Mr Clarke for recording the Air Traffic
Control video and to Mr Soole for lending us the Lufthansa model plane and

lanyards.

Frau Marshall and Mr Nower
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Connecting Our Community...
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